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CITY COUNCIL MEETING

HARD-FOUGHT WIN

The Charleston City Council has a meeting
scheduled for Tuesday night.

The Eastern women's basketball
team won a close game against
Southeast Missouri 51-49.
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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID "

Students talk
about 1st
-w-ellness day
of semester

Writing in lass

By Elizabeth Taylor
Associate News Editor I@DEN_news

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Justus Lopresto-Jackson, freshman majoring in computer and information tech ~ology, works on a writing prompt in Elizabeth
Tacke's Composition 2 class on Friday.

Tuesday will be the first of several "wellness days" that have replaced spring break
in 2021.
Eastern's faculty made the decision not
to have a spring break in hopes that keeping students on campus will help stop the
spread of COVID-19.
Having individual days off instead of an
entire week should stop students from going on out-of-state spring break vacations
as well.
Other schools in Illinois also canceled
spring break, but they chose different alternatives.
University at Illinois in Urbana-Champaign started the semester a week late and
gave students three days off throughout the
semester.
Northern Illinois University will end the
semester a week early.
Western Illinois University will only be
giving students two days off from classes.
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
and Edwardsville campuses canceled spring
break altogether.

WELLNESS, page 3

U.S: Poet Laureate Harjo speaks at
Booth event Saturday afternoon
By Emilee Tosh
Staff Reporter I@DEN_news
U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo read poems
from her newest collectio~ "An American
Sunrise: Poems" on Jan. 30.
Some of the poems she read were "Break
My Heart," "Dawning" and "Washing My
Mother's Body." Harjo said she tends to
draw her inspiration from real-life experiences, her family and her heritage.
"Being a poet is about learning how to
listen, as it is with all art forms," she explained. For example, "Washing My Mother's Body" was written to express the sadness she felt over her mother's death, and
how she wanted to be with her mother as
she "moved on to this new world."
Harjo's website describes the book and
the process of writing it as:
"In the early 1800s, the M vskoke people were forcibly removed from their original lands east of the Mississippi to Indian Territory, which is now part of Oklahoma. Two hundred years later, Joy Harjo returns to her family's lands and opens a dialogue with history. In An American Sunrise,
Harjo finds blessings in the abundance of
her homeland and confronts the site where
her people, and other indigenous families,
essentially disappeared. From her memory·of her"motl\er's dtath, to he.t,begi'nni,ngs

"Being a poet is about learning how to listen, as it is
with all art forms:'

Staff Report I @DEN_news

One person asked her if there was a difference between poem and prayer. She responded, "Well, it depends on who you ask,
really, but I don't think there is any."
When asked if her music got in the way
of her poetry, she explained that it never
really did. She said she believes that is because she phrases music and poetry in similar ways.
Harjo was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and
is a member of the Mvskoke (Creek) Nation.
She is the first Native American to hold
this office.
In a few days, there will be a recording
of the program on the Booth Library's YouTube channel. The library will also post the
link on its Instagram for easy access. Anyone interested in Joy Harjo's work can also
go to joyharjo.com to find her poetry collections and anthologies.

Eastern Reads 2021 will feature "So You
Want To Talk About Race," Ijeoma Oluo's
book about today's racial landscape.
The book discusses police brutality, mass
incarceration, intersectionality, privilege,
and more.
Even though the book was published in
2018, it gained attention in 2020 as the
Black Lives Matter movement became a major news item.
Participants have to find their own copy
of the book and do much of the reading independently, and then they can attend weekly discussion sessions in the month of February.
The sessions will be about an hour long,
and participants can choose which time slot
is most convenient for them.
The Eastern Reads facilitators say that "It
is our hope that the book will inspire a productive dialog about the racism at our institution, in our community, and our country."
Students, faculty, and staff can participate
in Eastern Reads, but must register online at
https://www.eiu.edu/volunteer/ machform/
view. php?id:85137.

Emilee Tosh can be reached at S81-2812 or
ertosh@eiu.edu.

The News Staff can be reached at S81-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

-Joy Harjo
in the native rights movement, to the fresh
road with her beloved, Harjo's personal life
intertwines with tribal histories to create a
space for renewed beginnings. H,~r poems
sing of beauty and survival, illuminating
a spirituality that connects her to her ancestors and thrums with the quiet anger of
living in the ruins of injustice. .A descendent of storytellers and 'one of our finestand most complicated-poets' (Lo.s Angeles
Review of Books), Joy Harjo contiinues her
legacy with this latest powerful collection."
Not only is she an award-winning writer, but she is also a performer and a saxophone player. During the readinig, Harjo
played one of the songs on her upcoming
album, which is set for a late March-early
April release.
The song, "American Sunrise," sets her
poem of the same name to music. She is
featured playing her saxophone.
At the end of the program, Hlarjo answered some questions from the audience
members.

Book selected
for EaS t ern
Reads 2021
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"Tell the truth and don't be afraid."
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On Vlru S
WASHINGTON (AP) - Ten Republican senators on Sunday proposed
spending about one-third of whar President Joe Biden is seeking in coronavirus
aid and urged·him to negotiate rather
than try to ram through his $1.9 trillion
package solely on Democratic votes.
In challenging Biden to fulfill his
pledge of unity, the group said in a letter
that their counterproposal will include
$160 billion for vaccines, testing, treatment and personal protective equipment and will caJJ for more targeted relief than Biden's plan co issue $1,400
stimulus checks for most Americans.
Winning the support of 10 Republicans would be significant for Biden
in the 50-50 Senate where Vice President Kamala Harris is the tie-breaker. If
all Democrats were to back an eventual
compromise bill, the legislation would
reach the 60-vote threshold necessary to
overcome potential blocking efforts and
pass under regular Senate procedures.
"In the spirit of bipartisanship and
unity, we have developed a COVID-19
relief framework that builds on prior
COVID assistance laws, all of which
passed with bipartisan support," the Republican senators wrote. "Our proposal reflects many of your stated priorities,
and with your support, we believe char
cl1is plan could be approved quickly by
Congress with bipartisan support.»
T he plea for Biden to give bipartisan negotiations more time comes as
the president has shown signs of impatience as the more liberal wing of his
party considers passing the relief package through a process known as budget

~

reconciliation. That would allow the bill
to advance with only the backing of his
Democratic majority.
The Republicans did nor provide
many details of their proposal. One of
the signatories, Louisiana Sen. Bill Cassidy, said that it would cost about $600
billion.
"If you can't find bipartisan compromise on 'COVID-19, I don't know
whe1re you can find it," said Ohio Sen.
Rob Portman, who also signed the letter.
The other GOP senators a.re Susan
Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski of
Alaslka., Mire Romney of Urah, Shelley
Moore Capito of West Virginia, Todd
Young oflndiana, Jerry Moran of Kansas, Mike Rounds of South Dakota, and
Thorn Tillis of North Carolina.
Brian Deese, the top White House
economic adviser who is leading the administration's outreach to Congress, said
administration officials were reviewing
the 1,errer. He did not immediately commit to a Biden meeting with the lawmakers.
Bur Cedric Richmond, a senior
Bide n adviser, said the president "is very
willing to meet with anyone to advance
the agenda." When asked about the
senators' plan, Richmond said, "this is
about seriousness of purpose."
Deese indicated the White House
coul,d be open co negotiating on further
limiting who would receive stimulus
chec:ks. Portman suggested the checks
shol~d go to individuals who make no
mor,e than $50,000 per year and Families capped at $100,000 per year.

cash bail abolishes
penalty on poverty
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) - An
overhaul of Illinois' approach to publie safety, defending criminal defendanrs' rights and keeping would-be
rogue police officers in line won legislacive approval in January and was
lauded as a damaging blow co injustice in crime and punishmenr. Now
it's absorbing critics' rebukes that it
would make streets less safe, overburden police and drive dedicated professionals away from law enforcemenr
ca.reers.
A response to last spring's civil unrest over the deaths of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor and ocher people of
color by police, the plan would attempt to ease maneuvering of the
court system for the disenfranchised
and hold police officers responsible
for their interaction with suspects by

making use-of-force rules stricter and
clearing the path for firing police officers for brutality or other crimes.
The criminal justice package, sponsored by Democratic Sen. Elgie Sims
of Chicago, has not yet been sent to
Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who says he supports it. It reflects one of"four pillars»
battling systemic racism chat the IIlinois Legislative Black Caucus proposed last fall. Other legislation addresses education, economic opportunity and health ca.re.
Critics in law enforcement aren't
opposed to the concepts advanced.
One legal official, Kim Foxx, state's
attorney for Cook Counry, has endorsed it. Bur many behind badges
object to what they say are the bill's
contradictory language and expensive
or impractical rules.

GOP Rep Kinzinger
starts PAC to resist
party's Truinp embrace
WASHINGTON (AP) - Rep.
Adam Kinzinger, one of IO Republicans who voted to impeach Donald Trump, is launching a political action committee co push back against a
House GOP leadership team and party that he says have become too closely aligned to the former president.
The "Country 1st" PAC, unveiled
in a six-minute video released Sunday, will challenge the current direction of a GOP that Kinzinger says has
wrongly become a "Trump-first party" to the detriment of the nation, as

seen by the Jan. 6 riot at the Capirol.
The Illinois congressman cited
most Republicans' seeming unwillingness to hold Trump accounrablt'
for his role in encouraging the violent protests, as well as the party's
support of lawmakers such as Georgia
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, who has
drawn criticism for past social media
posts reported by various news organizations in which she's suggested
support for killing Democratic politicians, unfounded QAnon theories
and racist views.
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City Council to vote on 2 bid awards
By Corryn Brock

News Editor I@corryn_brock
The Charleston City Council
will vote on two bid awards during its meeting Tuesday evening at
6:30 p.m.
The first will be for the resurfacing of University Drive from
Lincoln to Hayes Avenue; Monroe
Avenue from Division Street to
4th Street, and North 14th Strccr
from Olive Street to the North
City limits.
The lowest bidder fo r the project was Ne-Co Asphalt from
CharleHon who gave a bid of
$231,531.45. The fonds for the
project arc include in the budget
for fiscal year 2021.
It is recommended chat the

»

council approve the bid because it
was the lowest bid.
The council will also vote on
accepting a b id award for tub
grinding of landscape waste.
Two bids were received for the
project when bid letting was held
Jan. 22.
One bid of $35,400 came from
R & R Services of Illinois, Inc in
Argenta, Illinois and the other
came from Agricycle, Inc. of Valley Park, Missouri with a bid of
$28,950.
The council is recommended to
approve the bid from R & R Services of Illinois, Inc. They were
the lowest bidder that met the bid
specifications for the project.
The council will also vote on a
contract with Variety Attractions,

Inc. for Red White and Blue Days.
Red. White and Blue Days is
an event held every summer in
Charlesron in conjunction with
the fourth of July.
The contract will be for a performa.nce from TUSK-The Ultimate :Fleetwood Mac Tribute. The
band will be performance will cost
the ci1ry $7,500.
If a pp roved the band will play
on JuJy 3 at 8 p.m.
The: show would be free to the
public: and held at Morton Park.
The'. council will also vote on an
intergovernmental agreement with
the city of Taylorville for ambulance billing services.
According to the resolution,
"che billing software and procedures utilized oy the City of

Charleston has sufficient capacity
to handle the billing needs of the
City of Charleston and the billing
needs of the City of Taylorville...
the C ity of Taylorville would benefit from utilization of the C ity of
Charleston utilizing its billing services for the purposes of fire department billing for the City of
Taylorville."
If approved che contract would
be in effect from May 1, 2021 to
April 30, 2025.
Taylorville would pay $35 per
claim and would be billed monthly for claims.
The cou ncil will also vote on
authorizing a lease for s pace in
Ciry Hall.
The continuation of the local state of emergency wilJ also be

voted on.
Following t h e action items,
time is reserved for members of
the public to address the council.
No action will be taken on matters not listed o n the agenda, and
the Council is nor required co take
any further action or to discuss
the mat ter further. Public comment can be made or submitted
remotely via email to cityclerk@
co.coles.il. u s. Those interested
in submitti ng public comment
should send emails prior to 5:00
p.m. Tuesday and indicate in the
subject line: CC: 02/02/2020, so
rhe city clerk knows the email is
public comment for the meeting.

because now our reaches have to
pause i nscruction and lessons for
a day just to pick it up the next
day when we can just have the
week off," King said. "It does offer us time off from school, but I
think it would be more effective if
we were a given wellness week to
just catch up, relax, and properly
social d istance."
Bowman said that having the
day off at the beginning or end of
the week would be preferable.
~, feel like long weekends, maybe like three days, would be nice,"
Bowman said. "They should've
just shortened rhe entire semes-

ter by a week. It would be stressful, but right now we aren't really
getting a break anyway."
King said that she felc they
shouldn't have changed the schedule in the first place.
"I feel like taking away our
spring break was unnecessary because we are in the middle of a
pandemic so the week off could
have been used to clean and sanitize the campus,n King said.
There will be no class meetings
or homework due on Tuesday.

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581 2812 or cebrock@eiu.edu.

WELLNESS

CONTIN UED FROM PAGE 1
While Eastern will still technically have the same amount of
time off of school, some srudencs
aren't happy with the arrangement.
With the wellness days in the
middle of the week, many students
won't actually get a day off from
homework.
Emilie Bowman, a sophomore
English education major, sajd she
didn't chink that wellness days are
an effective way to give students
time to rest.
"I get why the university is doing personal wellness days bur we
as students are still going to be do-

"Even though we're getting a break ~rom
actual classes, we aren't getting abreak from
the actual workload which is the problem:'
-Emllie Bowman, sophomore
ing work o n those days," Bowman
said. "Even though we're getting a
break from actual classes, we aren't
getting a break from the actual
workload which is the problem.''
Kamauri King, a freshman psychology major, said she would' ve

prefer red a whole week off.
"I personally feel like the wellness clay should have been turned
into a wellness week because what
does .IL random day off from school
do besides mess with our class
schedule? Ir would mess things up

Elizabeth Taylor can be reached a t
581 -2812 o r egtaylor@eiu.edu.
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Representation P1~ison reform needs to account
must be priority f c>r institutionalized racism
for journalism
Wi1th just a little more than 4 percent of the world's population, the
Unite,d States accounts for a quarter
of the planet's prisoners and h as more
A story in the Associated Press tential, leadership positions must re- inmates than the leading 35 EuropeSaturday detailed the searched for flect our society as a whole.
an countries combined. Almost aJI
some of the cop jobs at news orgaThere are plenty of women and the other nations with high per capnizations across che country, with people of color that are overqual- ita pri,son races are in the developing
the Washington Post, Los Ange- ified to fill these positions. They world.
les Times, ABC News and more all must be given a fair chance co get
Th,e prison industrial complex is
searching for new leaders.
these jobs.
where· the prison system and indusWe at The Daily Eastern News
America needs proper reprcsenra- try ov,erlap co create the growing probbelieve chat representation needs to t ion in all areas, but it is extremely lem of mass incarceration. According
be the top priority when filling chcse important in journalism.
to the Empty Cages Collective, ~The
positions.
Journalism guides the way that Prison Industrial Complex is nor just
Like in many parts of society, the millions of people understand cur- prisoms themselves, it is mutually reinupper levels of journalism and the rent events, and if everyone in forcing web of relationships, between
news media is disproportionately charge of news organizations comes and not limited to, for example, prisdominated by white men.
from the same group or basic back- ons, the probation service, the poIr is very difficuJt to properly rep- ground, there is the possibility chat ' lice, the courts, all the companies that
resent our society if this remains the this can shape the way things arc profit from transporting, feeding and
case. The journalism field has taken covered and represented.
exploiting prisoners, and so forth."
steps in recent years ro be more diAJI real journalists want to get the
Th<! private prison industry h:i.s exverse, and we are not saying that a full story and tell it properly, and panded over the years to the point
white male in charge of a news orga- proper representation is a vital part where the increase of incarcerated peonization is unable to recognize rhar of telling a story correctly.
ple in America incentivizcs companies
there are problems with representaHopefully the world of journal- because of the appeal of profits. lncartion.
ism can start making real progress cerace-d individuals are used as cheap
Bur in order for the world of with the imminent changes at some labor. They make around 0.33 cents
journalism to reach its highest po- of its mosr prestigious organizations. per hour, and this makes the govern-

Lindsey Ulrey
menr less apt to act because of the
benefits they receive.
When government and large O>rporations begin to think of the field of
corrections as big business, it is easy co
see how mass incarceration happens.
The rehabilitation part of incarceration is becoming increasingly infrequent because when a company is
paid for how full their prison is, the
investment in rehabilitation is clearly running opposite to business goals.
Our criminal justice system is supposed to be ruled by rehabilitation
and justice, but jc is ruled by money
and big corporations.
It is almost impossible for me to
talk about mass incarceration without

talking about systemic racism. Recently, one of the biggest reasons that institutionalized racism has been called
out is due to police brutality against
people of color.
I think that we are moving forward
nationally and internationally to get
rid of institutionalized racism and to
improve the lives of people of color.
To create more forward-thinking policy in order co create a system chat is
just and fair for people of color. policy needs co focus on expressly addressing specific outcomes dependent on
race and give components to diminish
those aberrations.
To diminish those aberrations policy should focus on increasing the access to public and private resources for people of color, improving the
freedom for people of color to express
themselves fully, both culturally and
spiritually, removing barriers for people of color to participate civically and
people of color should be heavily involved in creating policy.

Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman political
science major. She can be reached at
581-2812 or lrulrey@eiu.edu.
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Panthers beat 2nd-place Redhawks 51-49
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern guard Kira Arthofer handles the ball against Morehead State Jan.
14 in Lantz Arena. Arthofer had 8 points and 5 rebounds in the game,
which Eastern won 65-50.

Thie Eastern women's basketball team, once again missing one
of its leading scorers, faced the top
defensive team in the OVC Saturday on the road when they faced
Southeast Missouri.
It was predictably a low-scoring
gam(:, but the Panthers were able
to outlast the Redhawks to pick
up a 51-49 win, despite leading
the game for just 32 seconds.
It was the first time that the
Pantlbers beat the Redhawks since
Jan. 21, 2017.
Eastern is now 6-6 in OVC play
and im seventh place while Southeast Missouri falls to 7-3 and is
now tied for second place in the
conference with Austin Peay.
Bc,th teams struggled from the
field, each shooting just under
31 percent from the field for the
game. Eastern went 4-of-21 from
thre,:-point range, but actually
outperformed Southeast Missouri.
The Redhawks went 0-of-12 from
beyond the arc.
Ea1stern's offensive troubles
could in part be attributed to the
absence of senior guard and the

team's second-leading scorer Karle Pace, who missed her secondstraight game with injury.
The team's leading scorer, junior forward Abby Wahl, had her
lowest-scoring game of the season.
Wahl scored just 3 points on 1-of11 shooting.
It was only her third game of
the season where she did not score
in double figures.
With the absence of Pace and
the struggles of Wahl, sophomore
Lariah Washington and junior
Kira Arthofer provided more scoring than they have at any point
this season.
Washington scored a seasonhigh 24 points to lead the team
while shooting 6-of-13 from the
field .
Washington also went 1O-og-10
from the free throw line while the
rest of the team went a combined
3-of-9. She also led the team with
7 rebounds.
Arthofer scored a career-high
15 points including a jump shot
that out the Panthers ahead with
16 seconds left in the game, a shot
that proved to be the game-winner.
She shot 7-of-11 from the field

and also collected 4 rebounds, 2
assists and 2 steals.
Southeast Missouri's leading
scorer, senior guard Tesia Thompson, struggled from the field but
still led the team in scoring.
Thompson, who is also the second-leading scorer in the OVC,
scored 17 points on 4-of-15
shooting. She picked up a majority of her points at the free-throw
line, where she shot 9-of- l 0 in the
game.
She also had a game-high 12 rebounds to record her third double-double of the season.
Eastern will be back on its
home floor Thursday and Saturday for games against Belmont
and Tennessee State.
The game against Belmont will
tip off at 4:30 p.m. The Bruins are
in fourth place in the OVC with a
conference record of 4-2.
Eastern and Tennessee State will
start at 1 p.m. Saturday. The Tigers are the only winless team in
the OVC this season with an 0-10
conference record and an overall
record of 0-12.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Losing streak at 8 for men's basketball team Swim teams
.

open spring

By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief l@adam_tumino

The Eastern men's basketball team
continued its struggles in conference
play Saturday with a 75-44 rqaq loss
against Southeast Missouri. .
The 31-point defeat was the Panther's biggest loss this season. It was
also their first loss by more than 30
points since Jan. 4, 2020 against Belmont, an 87-55 contest.
Eastern's losing streak is now at
8 games, all of which have come in
conference play. It is the longest losing streak for the program since a 12game skid in the 2012-13 season, the
first season that Jay Spoonhour was
the Panthers' head coach.
The streak has sunk the Panthers to
10th place in the OVC with a conference record of 2-9. For Southeast
Missouri, the Jin has them tied for
seventh with a conference record of

4-6.
Eastern was short-handed again
against the Redhawks with just nine
players available. The Panthers had
just seven players available i,i the previous two games.
The undermanned Eastern offense
was unable ~o get anything going in

seasons
Staff Report I @DEN_Sports

Four Southeast Missouri players
scored in double figures, led by junior
guard Nana Akenten with 13.
Eastern will try to snap its losing
streak with three games this week.
They play Southern Illinois-Edwardsville Tuesday on the road before returning home to play Belmont
Thursday and Tennessee-State Saturday.

The Eastern men's and women's
swimming teams opened their Spring
2021 seasons Friday in a dual meet at
Lewis University.
The men's team lost 186-75 while the
women's team lost 148-114.
The women's team picked up four
first-place finishes in the meet. Individually, Maddie Pittman won the 200 meter
freestyle, Camryn Lewis won the 100 ~
ter freestyle and Lily Schafer won the 50
meter freestyle.
In the 200 meter medley relay, Lewis
was joined by Katy Black, Ashley Giesing
and Sarah Lohman to pick up fust place.
The lone individual first-place finish
for the men's team was earned by Soon
House in the 100 meter freestyle. House,
Griffin Lewis, Andrew Crouse and Forrest Baumgartner teamed up for a firstplace finish in the 200 meter freestyle relay.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

The Sports Staffcan be reached at5812812 or densportsdesk@gmail.com.
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Eastern guard Josiah Wallace surveys the court in a game against Southern Illinois-Edwardsville Jan. 26 in Lantz
Arena. Wallace scored 20 points in an 87-74 Eastern loss. .

the first half despite the game being
tied at 8 early on.
The Panthers shot just 6-of-27
from the field in the opening half and
were outscored 38-20 by the Redhawks, who shot 12-of-27 in the half.
Southeast Missouri remained consistent in the second half as well, 37
points while shooting 15-of-30.
Eastern shot slightly better after
halftime, going 8-of-26 from the field
and scoring 24 points.
The Redhawks dominated Eastern

inside, scoring 32 points in the paint
comjpared the Eastern's 2 and outrebounding the Panthers 50-25.
Ea1ch team turned the ball over 15
times, but Southeast Missouri was
able to turn those turnovers into 20
points while Eastern scored only 6
poin1ts off of turnovers.
EalStern senior guard Josiah Wallace
was 1the only player to score in double figures for the Panthers with 11
points. He also led the team with 5
rebo1L1nds.

IT'S WARBLER
TIME!
A limited number of yearbooks are available for
free to graduates in undergraduate programs,
so make sure you reserve your copy of
EIU's award-winning yearbook,

The Warbler, TODAY!
If you are graduating , and want to be
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one!

YEARBOOKS ARE $20 .
TO ORDER, VISIT:
https://com merce.cashnet .com /eiuspu b
I'

